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B beginnings:
plane - space collapsible system

multi -sunchroni -city: investigating and 
designing transitional and evolutionary 
geometries that can be developed into 
spatial formations that represent po-
tential micro urban infiltraions into the 
dense fabric of DUBAI 
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Hundreds of thousands of people intermingle with each other 
within the congested fabric of Deira and Bur Dubai’s Creek 
Fronts. The transient Asian laborers, nomadic residents and 
global visitors of old Dubai squirm through the interstices and 
left over spaces, indirectly interacting as they consume goods, 
services & SPACE. 

These micro-ethnicities shape and are shaped by their 
momentary and daily journeys through this vital central area, 
yet they depart and move along without leaving a trace of their 
journey - without telling their story.

StoryCorps is brought to Dubai with the intention of giving 
the two following groups the chance to become real citizens:

Transient Asian Residents (1) :
They are the unheard micro-ethnicity, silently building the 
city and charging its unprecedented growth. An interesting 

sub-group is the Hammals..

Tourists (2) :
global nomads seeking an authentic experience and un-
derstanding of Dubai’s beginnings, and the opportunity to 
engage with the city’s residents. Their reflections on their 
experience of Dubai – a vital record of the city’s growth - re-
main unexpressed. 
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C system development + analysis...
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A planar matrix composed of two perpendicular grids,  intersected 
by a 45 degree grid,  forms the synchronic instance of the geometric 
system. It  can be can be multipl ied,  manipulated and amalgamated 
to result in varying formal expressions. 

. . .the vertices of the planar lattice correspond to control  points on 
the surfaces of a site,  and permeability, curvature and thickness are ad-
justable in response to existing condit ions
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How can StoryCorps’s broad-
casting studios and mobile Sto-
ryBooths, be inserted into the 
fabric of old Dubai, while simulta-
neously providing temporal shel-
ter for its homeless Hammals?
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D site-surfaces mapping - digital permutation - 
spatial/programmatic development
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site 1

site 2

site 3

site 1

site 2

site 3

ABRA STATION - BUR DUBAI
MULTI-FUNCTIONAL TRANSITION POINT

TOURISTS
|  DEPART - ARRIVE - MEET - COMMUNE  |  
     WORKERS

EMPTY SURFACES JUXTAPOSED BY 
UNDEVELOPED LAND

VACANT INFILL SITES
COEXISTENCE NODES OF HAMMAL 
STATIONS | CAR PARKING | BLDG 
INFRASTRUCTURE

MOVING IN SEARCH OF WATER 
- TOILET FACILITIES - SHADE FOR 
REST & WORK
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PLAN

SOUTH ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION EAST ELEVATION

NORTH ELEVATION
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Tourists & Residents Find refuge 
& socialize at this 

point of exchange that is 
equipped with a 
STORYBOOTH to record their 
stories as they pass through....

site 2

DUBAI | StoryCorps    
inaugurating informality1001 Du(B)alities : micro_ethnic_localities     

 StoryCorps    

hammals: underprivileged transporters of goods 
by carts consuming the leftover
...they occupy vacant parking lots and deserted 
building infrastructure, and are constantly on the 
move in search of..

water, toilet facilities + shade for rest & work

programmatic elements for infill structure 

+ collapsible habitation units (temporal shelter) 

2 galleries + multipurpose auditorium

site 2

DUBAI | StoryCorps    
inaugurating informality1001 Du(B)alities : micro_ethnic_localities     1001

Section X-X

Section Y-Y

Section Z-Z

the homeless hammals
navigate through the 
fabric of congested old 
Dubai, crossing between 
the abra stations, jour-
neying through the left-
over spaces, and walking 
along the Creek Front 
as they seek water and 
toilet facilities

the intervention enables for 
multiple functions involving 
the various multi-ethnici-
ties. It includes collapsible 
broadcasting studios - Sto-
ryBooths - (1) that could 
alternatively be utilized as 
temporal shelters for the 
hammals.
The undulating landscape 
engulfs distributed blobs 
that serve as the entry lobby
(2), internal lounge (3), toilet 
facilities & press room (4).
The programmatic elements 
of the infill structure also in-
clude 2 galleries + multipur-
pose auditorium (5)
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site 3

Broadcasting
Studios / 
Hammal
temporal shelters

Press Room

Interactive Wall

Multipurpose
Auditorium
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